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The conceptual foundations of physics have been under constant revision from the outset, and remain so today. Discussion of
foundational issues has always been a major source of progress in science, on a par with empirical knowledge and mathematics.
Examples include the debates on the nature of space and time involving Newton and later Einstein; on the nature of heat and of energy;
on irreversibility and probability due to Boltzmann; on the nature of matter and measurement during the early days of quantum theory; on
the meaning of renormalization, and many others.Â Current Contents/Physical, Chemical and Earth Sciences. Physical science, the
systematic study of the inorganic world, as distinct from the study of the organic world, which is the province of biological science. This
article discusses the historical developmentâ€”with due attention to the scope, principal concerns, and methodsâ€”of astronomy,
chemistry, and physics.Â The four main branches of physical science are astronomy , physics , chemistry , and the Earth sciences ,
which include meteorology and geology . What are some of the physical sciences? It is an exciting science with many interesting and
practical applications. Some Earth scientists use their knowledge of the Earth to locate and develop energy and mineral resources.
Others study the impact of human activity on Earth's environment, and design methods to protect the planet. Some use their knowledge
about Earth processes such as volcanoes, earthquakes, and hurricanes to plan communities that will not expose people to these
dangerous events. Advertisement. The Four Earth Sciences. Many different sciences are used to learn about the Earth; however, the
four basic areas of Ear...

