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It is the most appropriate time to
have the 2nd edition of the book
‘Clinical practice of Cardiac
Anaesthesia’. More and more
centres are emerging all over
India providing cardiac care and
it is necessary to have a reference
book for the anaesthesiologist,
who has to deal with various
cardiac patients for noninvasive
and invasive procedures in the
catherisation
room,
for
noncardiac surgery and finally for cardiac surgery itself.
While writing on each topic, the author has taken special
effort to describe the historical aspects as well as the
latest techniques. The book gives special consideration
to Indian circumstances and facility and drugs available
in India. Extensive reference to existing literature and
vast personal experience of the author has resulted into
comprehensive useful information. The diagrams are
simple and self-explanatory.
Chapter on valve surgery gives a thorough explanation
of End Systolic Pressure Volume relationship (ESPVR)
and this goes a long way in understanding
pathophysiology of valvular heart disease. Port-Access
Surgery for valve repair is successfully carried out in
many centres. Anaesthetic considerations for this
surgery might have been included in this chapter.
Elderly patients undergoing noncardiac surgery and
those who have aortic stenosis can be evaluated by the
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recently available techniques of CT and MR angiography
without subjecting the patient to cardiac catherterisation.
Chapter on congenital heart disease is superbly
simplified yet goes into minutest relevant details of
anatomy, physiology and surgical procedure in general
and discussion on important specific operations. In the
chapter of management of cardiopulmonary bypass,
details of various priming solution and formulae to
achieve desired haematocrit by addition of appropriate
volume of red cells would need mention. The chapter
on anticoagulation is excellent, the complicated topic is
presented in a very practical and simplified manner and
covers heparin and protamine alternatives in detail.
In my opinion topics such as aortic aneurysm and their
management, perioperative renal dysfunction,
management of cardiac transplantation, cardiac surgical
emergencies and Robotic cardiac surgery could have
been included in the book. I also feel that guidelines on
establishing a cardiac centre and contribution of the
anaesthesiologist towards that end would also be useful
to the reader. Overall it is an excellent book useful to
the cardiac anaesthesia resident as well as a reference
book for a practicing experienced consultant.
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