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ANCIENT JEWISH MAGIC

This is a pioneering attempt to write a broad history of ancient Jewish
magic, from the Second Temple to the rabbinic period. It is based both
on the ancient magicians’ own compositions (and products) in Aramaic, Hebrew, and Greek, and on the descriptions and prescriptions
of non-magicians, in an effort to reconstruct a historical picture that is
as balanced and nuanced as possible. The book’s main focus is on the
cultural make-up of ancient Jewish magic, with special attention paid
to processes of cross-cultural contacts and borrowings between Jews
and non-Jews and to inner-Jewish creativity. Other major issues are
the place of magic within ancient Jewish society, contemporary Jewish
attitudes to magic and the identity of its practitioners. Throughout,
it seeks to explain the methodological underpinnings of all sound
research in this demanding ﬁeld, and to point out areas where further
research is likely to prove fruitful.
g i d e o n b o h a k teaches in the Department of Jewish Culture,
University of Tel Aviv. He is author of Joseph and Aseneth and the
Jewish Temple in Heliopolis (1996).
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This history of ancient Jewish magic, from the Second Temple to the rabbinic period, is based both on the ancient magicians' own
compositions and on the descriptions and prescriptions of non-magicians. It studies developments arising within the Jewish tradition as
well as cross-cultural borrowings from Greco-Egyptian sources.

Not merely forbidden, magic was often constructed as a taboo in Jewish culture; its practice was restricted to particular persons while
forbidden to general use. At once inviolable, sacred, and unlawful, magic is the object of what Freud called â€œholy dread.â€Â
Traditionally, magic was closely linked to the activities of the priestly caste and in this context associated with knowledge, correct
procedures, and skills customarily taught in the temple. The study of Jewish magic has important historical value outside the light it
sheds on the religious nature of ancient Jewish society. Understanding Jewish magic additionally allows one to understand a major
component of the lives and ideas of the rabbinic class. Anthropologists and historians of religion have come to question whether the
mere use of the term "magic" prejudices the reader to accept the phenomenon under study as more primitive or inferior to official
religious expression. This item:Ancient Jewish Magic: A History by Gideon Bohak Paperback $60.99. In Stock. Ships from and sold by
Amazon.com. FREE Shipping. Details. Jewish Magic before the Rise of Kabbalah (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and
Anthropology) by Yuval Harari Hardcover $64.99. Only 1 left in stock (more on the way). Ships from and sold by Amazon.com. FREE
Shipping. Details. Jewish Magic and Superstition: A Study in Folk Religion by Joshua Trachtenberg Paperback $9.95. In Stock.

