THE MYSTERIOUS TADPOLE
The Mysterious Tadpole
by Steven Kellogg (Dial)
Themes:Animals As Pets/Humor
Grade Level: K-4
Running Time: 9 minutes, animated

• Children will learn about the stages of development
of frogs
• Children will explore ways of caring for pets
• Children will investigate the world of fantasy and
reality

Summary
Before Viewing Activities
THE MYSTERIOUS TADPOLE concerns a boy who
receives a birthday gift from his uncle in Scotland
each year. This particular year he receives a tadpole.
As the tadpole grows larger and larger, the boy enjoys
teaching it to retrieve objects.
Eventually, the tadpole grows so large that the boy
decides to keep it in the swimming pool of the local
junior high school for the summer. When school
resumes, the boy must find a new home for his enormous pet.
The boy pleads with the librarian to help him raise
money to buy the parking lot near his home where a
pool can be constructed for the creature. The librarian
recalls that a pirate treasure ship was sunk long ago in
the local harbor. Since the boy's pet had become so
good at retrieving things, it just might be able to
uncover the treasure.
Sure enough, the creature retrieves the treasure and a
pool is constructed for him in the parking lot. The
story ends with the boy's uncle arriving at his home
with a new birthday present---a stone that actually
proves to be an egg. Can you guess what's in that
egg?!
Objectives

Share the book The Mysterious Tadpole with children.
Talk with the children about their favorite birthday
gifts?
Ask: Who gave you this gift? Why were you so happy
with it? What did you do with it? Where is it now?
What kinds of things would you like for your next
birthday? What kinds of things would make good
birthday gifts for your special friends?
Discuss the ways children care for their pets. Ask:
What do you feed your pet? How do you care for
your pet when it is ill? Where do you keep your pet?
What kinds of things do you like to do with your pet?
After Viewing Activities

Discuss the Loch Ness monster. Ask children: Do you
think monsters are real or make-believe? Why? Why
do you think people long ago might have believed in
something like a Loch Ness monster? What other
kinds of things do people believe in that may not be
real? If you could write a new ending to the story, one
in which the tadpole was not found to be a monster,
how would you explain the tadpole's growth?
Supply children with art supplies which they can use
to create their own imaginary pet creatures. Have
children share as much information as they can about
their pet creatures with their classmates.

Other book based films and videos about pets are
available from Weston Woods. These include:
THE DAY JIMMY'S BOA ATE THE WASH written
by Trinka Hakes Noble and illustrated by Steven
Kellogg
MADELINE'S RESCUE by Ludwig Bemelmans
JOHN BROWN, ROSE AND THE MIDNIGHT CAT
by Jenny Wagner, illustrated by Ron Brooks
MILLIONS OF CATS by Wanda Gag
WHISTLE FOR WILLIE by Ezra Jack Keats

Talk with children about the stages of development of
frogs. Explain that they lay their eggs in the water.
When the eggs are hatched, tadpoles, baby frogs with
gills and a tail, leave the eggs and feed on plants
found underwater. As the tadpoles grow, the gills disappear and are substituted with lungs, limbs grow, and
the adult appears as a frog which can survive on land.
Provide photographs of tadpoles and frogs so that
children can see the differences between them.

CALL 1-800-243-5020 TO ORDER THESE AND OTHER WESTON WOODS VIDEOS!
This guide may be photocopied for free distribution without restriction

Steven Kellogg is a beloved author and illustrator who has published more than 100 picture books, including the classics The Mysterious
Tadpole, Can I Keep Him?, The Island of the Skog, and Is Your Mama a Llama?, and Pinkerton, Behave!, which was on Horn Book's
and Booklistâ€™s Best of the Year lists and led to four sequels.Â So, we picked up maybe a dozen books for a 3 year old nephew that
was staying with us for a long weekend. Unfortunately, about 10 of them never got any attention because he The Mysterious TadpoleActivities created by Sarah Nestor. Answer the following questions using complete sentences. Do you think that Louis's pet is a tadpole?
Why or why not? Would you want a pet like Alphonse? Why or why not? _ _The Mysterious Tadpole-Activities created by Sarah Nestor.
Alphonse came from Uncle Allister in Scotland. Label Scotland on this world. map with a star. The Mysterious Tadpole, with its giddy mix
of fantasy, adventure, and high humor Louis's Scottish uncle brings him the birthday gift of a tadpole, plucked right out of Loch Ness. But
it soon becomes clear that this "tadpole" is not turning into an ordinary frog! It'll take a little help from friends and a lot of ingenuity to feed
and shelter this unusual, ever-growing pet. The Mysterious Tadpole, with its giddy mix of fantasy, adventure, and high humor, is one of
Steven Kellogg's most popular books. The Mysterious Tadpole Steven Kellogg ~ Dial, 1977. While I still have a love/hate relationship
with all things Kellogg, my son absolutely adores him. His current Kellogg-drawn favorite is The Day the Goose Got Loose (that dream
sequence with the geese flying through the sky sends the boy into convulsions of delight) though I'm partial to this sweet story of the
Loch Ness variety when Louis is gifted a tadpole for his birthday from his uncle who lives in Scotland, he takes it to. show-and-tell Only
RUB 220.84/month. The Mysterious Tadpole Study Guide. STUDY. Flashcards.Â a school activity in which children show an item to the
class and talk about it. show-and-tell. very impressive and beautiful.

